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Relatives and in-
Laws smarting from
the lack of invita-
tions to stay with
families could lay
some blame at the
door of celebrity
Sarah Jessica
Parker.

The luxuricus walk-
in dressing room fea-
tured in the film-Sex
And The City, in which
the actress plays the
part of Carrie Brad-
shaw, has inspired
many of the nation’s
women to recreate a
similar room.

_ Btorage specialists say
the demand to fit out
such rooms has recently
ghot up as many women
opt to transform their

e or box rooms into
shrines for their clothes
and shoes, rather than
leaving them as only
occasionally used rooms
for guests.

‘While making the best use
of the space with slick stor-

"By Gabrielle

aﬁe solutions might upset |
t

e mother-in-law, it’s defi-

nitely a ﬁnam:iajly m

move becanse new re

reveals that allowing our :
clutter and possessions to &

litter our rooms costs us
dearly, :

Mortgages

Ina of UK homes, §
- Ikea found tiat 77 per cent

of ushave a hig problem with
clutter, which contributes to

wasting & whole room.

Squandering that space |

but paying for it over the

years on our mortgages costs |

us on average an eye-water-
ing £54,290 ~ in London up
to a stagpering £100,280.

Research by another com- .
_pany, junk clearance busi- J

ness Any Junk?, confirmed

the “‘wasted room’ evidence §

and put it at only a slightly

lower cost. Jt estimated that |

on average householders

waste around £32,000 worth
of epace. ;

“It's only when you do the
numbers that you realise

Ari Elfi dréssing rooin frony STORE: % "
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quite what a waste of money
hoarding junk can be,” says
Jason Mohr, founder of Any

Junk? “Given the current-

state of the housing market
there’s never been a better
time to make the most of the
gpace you have. :
“In many instances, the
square foo saved is the
ivalent of a whole reom
which, given the small cost
of clearingit out, makesalot
more gense than moving
house. .

 Untidy

“Even for those people

still lopking to sell and move,
nothing is more likely-to

send ont the wrong signal to -
a prospective buyer thanan

untidy, chittered home.”

. It kicks off arguments as
well, with around 70 per
cent of people admitting
that too much clutter leads
to tension.

If you want to restore
domestic harmony by
improving storage and tack-
’l;ln{rg those rebel posseslgi?;s,

property specialist er
Southam sdys looking afresh
at rooms is the first step.

“Many people give up
decluttering %efpre they
start, because they just look
around and think they can’t
face the time involved in
sorting things out,-and have
over the years got used to
their own clutter,” he says.

“If that’s the case I advise
them to atep back and con-
sider that every square inch

of your home costs you'

money. I you're not using it,
yow're loging it - Bo every
room should work for yow

“As a first step, don't
automatically use rooms the
‘way they've always been
used. Think of them asblank
spaces and work out which
room types actually suit
your family’s needs, and if
necessary turn.a little-used
dining room into a atudy or

layroom, or a spare room
intoan office. Then get rid of
the clutter by using smart
storage and making better
use of space.”

fo;:;non Gla]mvi!le, founder
of storage sclution company
STORE, says retail therapy
“is-to blame for our crowded
homes.

. Addiction

© *We're often’ over-

. whelmed by clutter because

we have more possessions
than ever due o our shop-
ping .addietion - it’s our
national pastime - and yet
our homes are arcund 40 per
cent smaller than they were
80 years ago,” he says.

“The bipgest mistake peo-

‘ple malke i3 rushing out to

uy a lot of storage without
really considering what they
need. They may ignore sim-
ple, cheap solutions Like
under bed storage or boxes
that can go in aloft.
Designer - Sir Terence
Conran also has a Kill-the-
clutter plan in his book,
Storage. (Conran Octopus,
priced £25) o
“We've all got our clutter
weaknesses - for some it's
clothing, for others paper-
work,” he.says, “Recognise
them and resolve to get on
top of them. Sort through
different categories of pos-
sessions at regular intervals
(weekly, monthly, season-

‘ally or yearly). Weekly is not

too often for newspapers,
‘seasonally is generally ade-
quate for adult clothes,
whereas monthly is proba-
bly better for ”chﬂdren in
growing g 8. :

Even if you haven’t got a
movie star-sized collection
of Manolos or Louboutin
ghoes, a walk-in wardrobe
could be a good investment
and could improve domestic
harmony. *

Ceiling

Transform that room into

. -a-walk-in- wardrobe with

Elfa, ‘a Swedish modular

. ptorage range, whose starfer
- kitd cost from around £5]1.

itgeold at STORE. - - ;

-Alternatively, Hammonds
Contemperary - -Closets
range jnchides a new floor-
to-ceiling shoe rack to fit
over 50.pairs of shoes, lts
bedroom eystems start from
£2,500,

If that’s out of budget,
The Holding Company has a
huge variety of storage solu-
tions including a wooden
extendable clothes rack on
whesls, £180, and Diamond
Drawer organisers to fit any
drawer, £7 each.

Ikea's Komplement shoe
organiser, £29, can fit inside

. a wardrobe and has shoe

‘trees for up to 18 pairs of
shoes.

. -Blanket boxes are invalu-
able for out of season clothes

-or accessories. Ikea’s Vin-

stra high gloss white two-
drawer chest, £199, is a
winner, while Sofa Work-
shop’s.- blanket boxes come
in a variety of fabrics and
leathers, starting from £519.
Make use of all available
wall space with wall
mounte shelving,”
Glanville says. -
“If you're tight for space
opt for a couple of large
hoxes as side tables instead
of & coffee table. This will
still give you somewhere for
thoss drinks and handy stor-

e

STOREs giant faux
Ieather cubes are £60 for
two, and The Holding Com-
f)any has stunning real
eather chests, available in
red, from £05.

Brilliant

Laura Ashley’s Milton
table, £700, cleverly incorpo-
rates an adjustable table to
with deep storage beneatﬁ
it, while Marks & Spencer
has coffee tables with added
storage space, and abrifliant
selection of storage boxes.

Dwell’s range of contem-
porary furniture includes a
free standing swivelling
bookease, £225, which could
double 28 a room divider.

The Cotswold Company’s
imaginative range includes
Towering Civeular chests - a
three-drawer column chest
is £199 and an Ivory Farm-
house 10-drawer chest,
£259, could clear the clatter
from a hall in an instant,

Even little touches make
the difference. A Peg rail,
£30 from Cox & Cox, mcor-
ggrating a shelf and a black-

ard, labelled with the days
of the week, could help keep
things organised.
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